
MONEY IN THE WRITINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

Is money needed in God's work? 

God's people are called to a work that requires money and consecration. The 
obligations resting upon us hold us responsible to work for God to the utmost of 
our ability. He calls for undivided service, for the entire devotion of heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. CS 35.3

July, 1853, I saw that it was not as it should be that the paper, owned and 
approved by God, should come out so seldom. The cause, in the time in which we 
are living, demands the paper weekly, The Review and Herald previous to this 
time had been published quite irregularly and was now issued semimonthly. and 
the publication of many more tracts to expose the increasing errors of this time; 
but the work is hindered for want of means.  EW 95.3

As age comes upon us, it is our duty to make a disposition of our means to the 
instrumentalities that God has established. Satan is using every device to divert 
from the Lord's cause the means so much needed. Many are binding up their 
talent of means in worldly enterprises, when the cause of God needs every dollar 
to advance His truth and glorify His name. I ask: Shall we not lay up for ourselves 
treasure in heaven, in bags that wax not old? RY 101.1

Every possible means should be devised to establish schools of the Madison order 
in various parts of the South; and those who lend their means and their influence 
to help this work, are aiding the cause of God. I am instructed to say to those who 
have means to spare: Help the work at Madison. You have no time to lose. Satan 
will soon rise up to create hindrances; let the work go forward while it may. PH119 
2.4

There are channels everywhere through which benevolence may flow. Needs are 
constantly arising, missions are handicapped for want of means. These must be 
abandoned unless God's people awake to the true state of things. Wait not until 
your death to make your will, but dispose of your means while you live. 3TT 42.2

Secure property 

Matters pertaining to the church should not be left in an unsettled condition. Steps 
should be taken to secure church property for the cause of God, that the work 
may not be retarded in its progress, and that the means which persons wish to 
dedicate to God's cause may not slip into the enemy's ranks." Lt32-1892.12 - 
Lt32-1892.13

Satan's struggle for money

I saw that Satan bade his angels lay their snares especially for those who were 



looking for Christ's second appearing and keeping all the commandments of God. 
Satan told his angels that the churches were asleep. He would increase his power 
and lying wonders, and he could hold them. "But," he said, "the sect of 
Sabbathkeepers we hate; they are continually working against us, and taking from 
us our subjects, to keep the hated law of God. Go, make the possessors of lands 
and money drunk with cares. If you can make them place their affections upon 
these things, we shall have them yet. They may profess what they please, only 
make them care more for money than for the success of Christ's kingdom or the 
spread of the truths we hate. Present the world before them in the most attractive 
light, that they may love and idolize it. We must keep in our ranks all the means of 
which we can gain control. The more means the followers of Christ devote to His 
service, the more will they injure our kingdom by getting our subjects. As they 
appoint meetings in different places, we are in danger. Be very vigilant then. 
Cause disturbance and confusion if possible. Destroy love for one another. 
Discourage and dishearten their ministers; for we hate them. Present every 
plausible excuse to those who have means, lest they hand it out. Control the 
money matters if you can, and drive their ministers to want and distress. This will 
weaken their courage and zeal. Battle every inch of ground. Make covetousness 
and love of earthly treasures the ruling traits of their character. As long as these 
traits rule, salvation and grace stand back. Crowd every attraction around them, 
and they will be surely ours. And not only are we sure of them, but their hateful 
influence will not be exercised to lead others to heaven. When any shall attempt 
to give, put within them a grudging disposition, that it may be sparingly." EW 
266.1

These things should be set before our people in a proper way. Much means that 
ought to go into the cause of God is wasted, and it is satan's studied plan that it 
should be so. SpTA02a 29.2

But the heart of the work, the great center, has been enfeebled by the 
mismanagement of men who have not kept pace with their leader. Satan has 
diverted their money and their capabilities into wrong channels. Their precious 
time has been passing into eternity. The earnest work that is now being done, the 
aggressive warfare that is being carried on might long ago have been just as 
vigorously carried on in obedience to the light of God.The whole body is sick 
because of mismanagement and miscalculation. The people to whom God has 
entrusted eternal interests, the depositories of truth pregnant with eternal results, 
the keepers of light that is to illuminate the whole world, have lost their bearings. 
- Letter 8, 1896, p. 6 (February 6, 1896). ChL 3.1

The youth in this country require more earnest spiritual labor than in any other 
country we have yet visited. Temptations are strong and numerous; the many 
holidays and the habits of idleness are most unfavorable for the young. Satan 
makes the idle man a partaker and co - worker in his schemes, and the Lord Jesus 
does not abide in the heart by faith. The children and youth are not educated to 



realize that their influence is a power for good or for evil. It should ever be kept 
before them how much they can accomplish; they should be encouraged to reach 
the highest standard of rectitude. But from their youth up they have been 
educated to the popular idea that the appointed holidays must be treated with 
respect and be observed. From the light that the Lord has given me, these days 
have no more influence for good than would the worship of heathen deities; for 
this is really nothing less. These days are Satan's special harvest seasons. The 
money drawn from men and women is expended for that which is not bread. The 
youth are educated to love those things which are demoralizing, things which the 
word of God condemns. The influence is evil and only evil continually. FE 320.3

Many, very many, have not so educated themselves that they can keep their 
expenditures within the limit of their income. They do not learn to adapt 
themselves to circumstances, and they borrow and borrow again and again and 
become overwhelmed in debt, and consequently they become discouraged and 
disheartened.201You must see that one should not manage his affairs in a way 
that will incur debt. When one becomes involved in debt, he is in one of Satan's 
nets, which he sets for souls.Be determined never to incur another debt. Deny 
yourself a thousand things rather than run in debt. This has been the curse of 
your life, getting into debt. Avoid it as you would the smallpox.202 CCh 155.5 - 
CCh 155.7

Many times when the Lord has opened the way for brethren to handle their means 
to advance His cause, the agents of Satan have presented some enterprise by 
which they were positive the brethren could double their means. They take the 
bait; their money is invested, and the cause, and frequently themselves, never 
receive a dollar. CS 235.1

Parents should have great fear in entrusting children with the talents of means 
that God has placed in their hands, unless they have the surest evidence that 
their children have greater interest in, love for, and devotion to the cause of God 
than they themselves possess, and that these children will be more earnest and 
zealous in forwarding the work of God and more benevolent in carrying forward 
the various enterprises connected with in which call for means. But many place 
their means in the hands of their children, thus throwing upon them the 
responsibility of their own stewardship because Satan prompts them to do it. In so 
doing they effectually place that means in the enemy's ranks. Satan works the 
matter to suit his own purpose and keeps from the cause of God the means which 
it needs, that it may be abundantly sustained.9 AH 397.4

Those who hold fast their property till the last moment, surrender it to death 
rather than to the cause. Losses are occurring continually. Banks fail, and property 
is consumed in very many ways. Many purpose to do something, but they delay 
the matter, and Satan works to prevent the means from coming into the treasury 



at all. It is lost before it is returned to God, and Satan exults that it is so. RY 89.1

"If Satan can work to turn the whole current of the waters of life into the most 
polluted channels, it is the very work he would rejoice to see the whole Seventh - 
day Adventist people engaged in. He desires to use up in this way all the available 
means, so that there is nothing left to sustain foreign missions or to send the 
gospel to the world. But God wants his work to go in the very way he has ordained 
for it to go. He has not inaugurated a new plan or arrangement to save the 
world."" GCB January 1,  1900, Art. A, par. 18 - GCB January 1,  1900, Art. A, par. 
20

Debt to God comes first 

The man who has been unfortunate, and finds himself in debt, should not take the 
Lord's portion to cancel his debts to his fellow men. He should consider that in 
these transactions he is being tested, and that in reserving the Lord's portion for 
his own use he is robbing the Giver. He is debtor to God for all that he has, but he 
becomes a double debtor when he uses the Lord's reserved fund in paying debts 
to human beings. "Unfaithfulness to God" is written against his name in the books 
of heaven. He has an account to settle with God for appropriating the Lord's 
means for his own convenience. And the want of principle shown in his 
misappropriation of God's means will be revealed in his management of other 
matters. It will be seen in all matters connected with his own business. The man 
who will rob God is cultivating traits of character that will cut him off from 
admittance into the family of God above.507 CCh 277.1

I saw that some have excused themselves from aiding the cause of God because 
they were in debt. Had they closely examined their own hearts, they would have 
discovered that selfishness was the true reason why they brought no freewill 
offering to God. Some will always remain in debt. Because of their covetousness, 
the prospering hand of God will not be with them to bless their undertakings. They 
love this world better than they love the truth. They are not being fitted up and 
made ready for the kingdom of God. - Testimonies for the Church 1:225. CS 93.1

There are only two places in the universe where we can place our treasures, - in 
God's storehouse or in Satan's; and all that is not devoted to God's service is 
counted on Satan's side, and goes to strengthen his cause. The Lord designs that 
the means entrusted to us shall be used in building up His kingdom. His goods are 
entrusted to His stewards that they may be carefully traded upon, and bring back 
a revenue to Him in the saving of souls. These souls in their turn will become 
stewards of trust, cooperating with Christ to further the interests of God's cause. 
CS 35.4

Some have a disposition to spending more than needed



The Lord does not take pleasure in your distress. He wants to bestow upon you 
the consolations of His Holy Spirit, that you may be a free man, abiding in His light 
and in His love. He has lessons for you to learn, and He would have you move 
quick in learning them. You ought not to allow yourself to become financially 
embarrassed; for the fact that you are in debt weakens your faith and tends to 
discourage you; and even the thought of it makes you nearly wild. You need to cut 
down your expenses, and strive to supply this deficiency in your character. You 
can and should make determined efforts to bring under control your disposition to 
spend means beyond your income. - Letter 48, 1888. CS 254.4

Making debts  in God's work

It is right to borrow money to carry forward a work that we know God desires to 
have accomplished. We should not wait in inconvenience, and make the work 
much harder, because we do not wish to borrow money. Mistakes have been made 
in incurring debt to do that which could well have waited till a future time. But 
there is danger of going to the other extreme. We are not to place ourselves in a 
position that will endanger health and make our work wearing. We are to act 
sensibly. We must do the work that needs to be done, even if we have to borrow 
money and pay interest. - Letter 111, 1903 CS 278.2

The idea that a sanitarium should not be established unless it could be started 
free from debt, has put the brake upon the wheels of progress. In building 
meetinghouses we have had to borrow money, in order that something might be 
done at once. We have been obliged to do this, in order to fulfill the directions of 
God. Persons deeply interested in the progress of the work have borrowed money 
and paid interest on it, to help establish schools and sanitariums and to build 
meetinghouses. The institutions thus established and the churches built have 
been the means of winning many to the truth. Thus the tithe has been increased, 
and workers have been added to the Lord's forces. - Letter 211, 1904. CS 279.2

Avoid large debts in God's work

To the managers of all our sanitariums, I would say, Let no large debts be created. 
Make no unnecessary move. Set aside your desire for full equipment at once. Let 
the best possible use be made of fewer facilities, rather than to increase debt. All 
that is needed may in time be obtained, but all the furnishings and facilities need 
not be provided at once. Let reason, calm thought, and wise calculation be the 
rule of action. If success attends our institutions established for the care of the 
sick, it will be because the managers have preferred to get along with the most 
essential things rather than to pile up debts.The Lord calls upon us to do a work in 
many places. We shall have sanitariums that can be carried on without involving 
our cause heavily in debt. - Letter 140, 1906. MM 166.3 - MM 166.4

Debts and EGW

Sometimes it has been reported that I am trying to get rich. Some have written to 
us, inquiring, "Is not Mrs. White worth millions of dollars?" I am glad that I can say, 



"No." I do not own in this world any place that is free from debt. Why? - Because I 
see so much missionary work to be done. Under such circumstances, could I hoard 
money? - No, indeed. I receive royalties from the sale of my books; but nearly all 
is spent in missionary work.The head of one of our publishing houses in a distant 
foreign land, upon hearing from others recently that I was in need of means, sent 
me a bill of exchange for five hundred dollars; and in the letter accompanying the 
money, he said that in return for the thousands upon thousands of dollars royalty 
that I had turned over to their mission field for the translation and distribution of 
new books and for the support of new missionary enterprises, they regarded the 
enclosed five hundred dollars as a very small token of their appreciation. They 
sent this because of their desire to help me in my time of special need; but 
heretofore I have given, for the support of the Lord's cause in foreign lands, all the 
royalties that come from the sale of my foreign books in Europe; and I intend to 
return this five hundred dollars as soon as I can free myself from debt. 1SM 103.2

The debt that I have incurred in trying to advance the cause of God sometimes 
worries me. I became involved in debt in trying to push forward the work in 
Australia. The publication of Desire of Ages was a heavy expense, and I still owe 
the publishing houses something....The house I now live in was paid for with 
borrowed money. I am just as willing to dispose of my place as I was to buy it. I 
have no abiding place in this world. When the Lord says, "Go, and build up the 
work in new places," I shall gladly go....My trust is unwavering. I am not 
discouraged, because I can hold to the hand of Christ. Let us be always cheerful, 
that others may not catch from us the spirit of discouragement. - Letter 127, July 
1, 1903, to Elder S. N. Haskell, for long years an associate worker of Ellen White's, 
at the time working in city evangelism. TDG 191.4 - TDG 191.6

We are waiting for means. In no way we can turn, can we get it here. We are in 
debt and cannot raise means. Will means be coming at once, raised in some way 
from Battle Creek? Send at once. We will make every exertion to sell our house - 
the Morrison property. A man promised to decide the matter yesterday. Also a 
man promised to decide the matter of renting our house today. The man did not 
appear yesterday. How the matter will be with the renter today we do not know.  
Lt14-1878.6

And as I go from place to place and go through these great cities and inquire, Who 
is at work in them? Well, just as they said in Australia, There is no money, no 
money and no men. Did I stop there? No indeed. I just sent to persons that I knew 
had money, and told them I wanted it. I will hire your money, I will give you 
interest that you could get in the bank, but let me have your money. I stand in 
debt today twenty thousand dollars that I expended in Australia in helping to build 
twenty - one meetinghouses and schoolhouses, and helping to fit up and prepare 
sanitariums, and to say to the servants of God, I cannot go, I would like to go out 
into the field, my heart is stirred, but I have no money. Said I, Sir, if you have a 
message, go out, I will back you, I will see that you have means. You go right out 
into the field in the name of the Lord, said I, and I will see that you do not lack for 
means. I did not wait to let money come into my hands. If I did, there would have 
been but very little work. Ms155-1904.20 - Ms155-1904.21



I see a large work opening before us in Southern California; but means is needed 
in order to carry it forward. I shall be glad when we have some more books in the 
market and can hope for means to come in. I am now paying eight per cent on 
one thousand dollars that I have drawn from the bank. When some more of my 
books are in circulation, I hope this debt can be canceled. Lt292-1907.3

Brothers to help each other out in debts

There is need of the tender sympathy of Christ in human hearts, - love for human 
beings when Christ has esteemed of such value that he gave his own life to save 
them from ruin. They are precious, more precious than any gold you can bring into 
the treasury. To turn every dollar and every penny into "the cause", and rob the 
needy of the means whereby to give bread to their family, is not a kind of 
faithfulness that will meet the approval of God. Now has God told you that this 
brother must keep at work in a certain line, as canvassing, until he is free from 
debt? Has he not rather enjoined it upon you as a minister of Christ, to see how 
you could help him out of his distress, and encourage others to relieve him from 
debt, and then let him receive his convictions from God in regard to the work He 
has given him ability to do? Has the Lord a work for this brother to do for his 
colored brethren? If the Lord would have him labor for his brethren, how dare any 
human agent put up the restrictions or bar his way? Brother R. says that a sister 
offered to relieve him by paying his debts, but this was not allowed. How did you 
know but that the Lord was moving upon the mind and heart of that sister to do 
this very work? Let the oppressed go free. Jesus announced this to be his work; 
how do you know that it is not this sister's work? It is best for us to cling to Jesus, 
to cultivate his attributes, and do as he would do, were he in our place. There is a 
great deal involved in being Christians, living Christ, representing Christ. 1888 
1272.1

Christ should never again be dishonored, and his cause put to shame by a lack of 
the true missionary spirit. A great mistake has been made. In their selfishness 
men have grasped means and advantages for their own field, though knowing the 
need of help in new fields. They have not supplied that which was necessary for 
the progress of the work. They have not helped their brethren fight the battle 
which once had to be fought in the fields they now occupy.The work all over the 
world is to receive consideration. New fields are to be entered. Let those at the 
heart of the work remember that much means and much hard labor is required to 
accomplish the work in new fields. Let them be faithful stewards of the Lord's 
goods. Let them not feel that they are rich and increased with goods and have 
need of nothing, but let them practice true, Bible religion, which enjoins self - 
sacrifice at every step. They are to closely examine the needs of the work, 
reviewing the needs of all the fields; for they are God's agents set for the 
extension of the truth, in all parts of the world. They are not excusable if they 
remain in blindness and ignorance regarding the needs of the work. They are to 
know the advantages and defects of each field, and then with a true spirit of 
unselfish interest they are to work for the accomplishment of the work as a whole. 
GCB July 1,  1900, Art. B, par. 25



This minister is now in Battle Creek, a Sabbath - keeper, reduced to poverty, yet 
striving for a humble living at Book - binding. He appears to be a humble, sincere 
servant of Christ. He has given us a brief rehearsal of his life, which we cannot 
give in full for want of space. He was imprisoned two years in consequence of 
opposing the Roman Clergy. He landed in New York city with his wife, penniless, 
and went to work in a brickyard. Finally he reached Montreal with only $1,00, and 
worked as Book - binder three months, and slept on straw. His friends set him up 
at Book - binding; but in the great fire of 1851, he was burned out, and left 
destitute. His success in turning the French Canadians from Catholicism was 
wonderful. But being greatly abused by a Catholic Priest who professed 
conversion, and whom he baptized, with other discouragements, he left his 
mission and is soon a Book - binder at Finley, Ohio. He attended the Tent - 
meeting held there last Summer, and embraced the truth. His Baptist brethren, 
who had assisted him, withdrew their patronage and support. He came to Battle 
Creek. By this time he was near $100 in debt. Then came the hard times. Without 
murmuring, he has labored hard, while his family have suffered for the common 
blessings of this life.It was recently suggested that he should now go to northern 
New York, and teach the present truth to his old and warm friends. His heart 
leaped with joy at the thought of taking his Bible and the French Tracts, (one on 
the Sabbath, the other on the advent,) and with his family return to Mooers, 
where he has a house and ten acres of land and a horse. He owes on his place 
fifty dollars. His name is M B Czechowski. He must have help now. We will be one 
of thirty to raise $150,00 at once. The sum must be raised before our conference. 
We make the beginning.JAMES WHITE $5,00. ELLEN G WHITE $5,00. ARSH April 
15,  1858, p. 176.3 - null

There are some cases, however, in which a young church may not be able at once 
to bear the whole burden of erecting a house of worship. In these cases let the 
brethren in other churches help them. In some cases it may be better to hire some 
money than not to build. If a man has money, and, after giving what he can, will 
make a loan, either without interest or at a low rate, it would be right to use the 
money until the indebtedness can be lifted. But I repeat, If possible, church 
buildings should be dedicated free of debt. GW 432.3
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